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Rita’s Monthly Gardening Tip!  
November 2011 – Spiders, Snakes & 
Bats in Your Garden 

 
What are the scariest creatures you 

might come across in your garden?   

 
Are you afraid of spiders, snakes, and 

bats? If you are, you have lots of 
company. It’s easy to fear that these 

animals may bite. We live among many 
creatures such as tree squirrels, 

hawks, possums, and others that, if 
threatened by humans, will bite to 

defend themselves. All creatures, 
regardless of our personal feelings 

toward them, are a crucial part of the 
ecosystem. Their place in the food 

chain helps to create balance and sustainability for a healthy 
environment. Here are some interesting facts and links that show 

just how amazing spiders, snakes, and bats are as our garden 
allies. 

 
Spiders  

Spiders eat massive quantities of insects that cause us 
problems, such as mosquitoes, flies, and many garden pests. On 

the opposite side of the food chain, spiders are an important food 
source for birds. 

 



Most spiders do not have mouth parts large enough to pierce the 

human skin even if they wanted to and are not aggressive. The 
only local spider that has a harmful bite is the adult female Black 

Widow. 
 

Black Widow Spiders are shy and hide as far away from human 
populations as they can. They will bite only in self-defense if you 

press your hand or other body part against their mouths and 
begin to smash their bodies. 

 
There are no Brown Recluse Spiders in California: 

http://spiders.ucr.edu/myth.html 
 

For identification of San Francisco Bay Area spiders: 
http://www.sfbaywildlife.info/species/spiders.htm - 

common_spiders or 
http://nature.berkeley.edu/~stevelew/cbcstuff/common_spiders/bi

g_spi_quilt.html 
 

For helpful and nontoxic tips on spider management in your home 
and garden, check out the University of California guidelines: 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/QT/spiderscard.html 
 

Snakes 
Snakes are a great source for rodent control. 

 
Experts at the California Academy of Sciences report that the 

only venomous snake in the San Francisco Bay Area is the 
Northern Pacific Rattlesnake. The harmless and very beneficial 

gopher snake looks similar to a rattlesnake. Check out the 
following links to learn more. 

 
Identification: 

http://www.californiaherps.com/snakes/pages/c.o.oreganus.html 
 

University of California guidelines for snake management: 
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74119.html 

 



 

Bats 
Bats are shy, intelligent animals that are important to our 

ecosystem and of considerable benefit to humans. 
 

Bats provide all-natural pest control. Worldwide, bats are the 
most important natural predators of night-flying insects. Just one 

of California's little brown bats (Myotis lucifugus) can catch and 
eat 600 mosquitoes per hour. Recognizing that bats help to 

control insects and reduce the need for and expense of chemical 
pesticides, many farmers and vintners are now constructing bat 

houses or otherwise encouraging bats to reside on their property. 
Homeowners also construct or purchase bat houses to attract 

bats for pest control.  
 

California Department of Fish & Game—Living with Bats:   
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/viewing/bats2.html 

 
Northern California Bats 

Bat Rescue & Education is a nonprofit organization that is 
committed to public education regarding the environmental 

benefits of bats and to dispelling fears and myths that lead to the 
deaths of bat roosts and colonies. 

http://norcalbats.org/ 
 

Enjoy nature in all its biodiversity. 
 

Happy Gardening! 
 

 


