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Rita’s Monthly Gardening Tip!  

November 2010 – Thanksgiving from 
the Garden 
 
 

Giving thanks in November comes 

naturally for gardeners. We see our 
glass as half full. We take great pride in 

the successes of the garden season and 
accept that nature will always have the 

final say.  Here are some tips for garden 
activities in November. 

 
Keep a record of what your successes 

were so you can repeat them and your 
failures so you can avoid them. Note 

where you planted vegetable crops so 
you can plant them in different areas 

next year for good crop rotation.  
 

Continue to plant perennials including trees. 
 

Remove any edging of materials around perennials that may hold 
water. 

 
Prepare your plants for the winter. Bring frost-sensitive plants in 

pots to protected areas. Prune, mulch, or prepare to cover frost-
sensitive plants that are in the ground.  

 



Clean up summer annuals. Add to your compost your garden 

waste but not noxious weeds such as Bermuda grass or any 
plant material that is disease- or insect-infested. 

 
Cover your compost piles to prevent winter rains from leaching 

nutrients and waterlogging the materials. 
 

Plant cover crops—winter vegetables such as peas, Swiss chard, 
collards, kale, onions, garlic, carrots, radishes, beets, turnips, 

strawberries, broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, spinach, 
and celery.  

 
Divide perennials such as Fortnight lilies (Dietes), Cannas, etc. 

To divide, begin digging around the roots at the drip line so there 
is less chance of root damage because more roots will remain 

intact.  
 

Plant fall annuals, including pansies, primrose, sweet alyssum, 
snapdragons, California wildflowers, and calendula, so they will 

be in full bloom in fall and winter. Flowers may last until spring. 
 

As soon as the leaves fall from fruit trees they can be sprayed for 
the first time with a dormant spray. This spraying helps to control 

overwintering insects and diseases.  Apply according to label 
instructions. 

 
Happy Gardening! 

 
 


