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Rita’s Monthly Gardening Tip! 

May 2012 – Drainage 
 

Ask anyone, even a 5-year-old, what 
plants need to grow, and they will tell 

you things like water, soil, air, and sun. 
An often overlooked crucial need for 

plants is drainage. You may have seen 
pictures of herbs growing in glass 

Mason jars or succulents growing in 
teacups, and you’re inspired to try 

growing plants in tiny containers with no 
drainage. Even if the container is large 

or made out of recycled materials, or is 
antique, organic, solar-powered, high-

tech, or anything else, you’re still 
setting yourself up for failure if you don’t take drainage into 

consideration. Containers that don’t have holes in them make it 
very difficult to know whether there is water collecting at the 

bottom of the pot, turning rancid, suffocating and rotting your 
plant’s roots. You can put gravel at the bottom, but then it is still 

not easy to tell whether the water line is staying below the 
gravel level. It’s just easier to choose containers that have 

drainage holes. If your plant container is in a situation such as in 
the house or on an upstairs patio where you can’t let it drain 

freely, then put a saucer under it. This is the perfect situation to 
let you know that you have watered just enough and not too 

much. 
 

Drainage in garden beds is also crucial. Plants need water and 
air in their root systems, and soil that drains well is what creates 



the perfect balance between water and air in the soil. Drainage 

problems are more common in low-lying soils made up of heavy 
clay. Installing drainage pipes, building raised beds, or 

incorporating organic matter deeply into the soil can improve 
drainage conditions.  

 
Be aware of drainage in all your gardening efforts, and your 

plants will be healthier for it. 
 

Happy gardening! 

Check back next month for the June Gardening Tip! 


