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Ornamental trees provide beauty, shade, 

a windbreak, and recreation and increase 
property values. They can live for 

decades to centuries, which makes them 
a long-term investment. When choosing a 

new tree to plant in your yard, choose 
wisely. Attempting to contain a large tree 

within a small area through excess 
pruning is expensive, destroys its natural 

beauty, and undermines its health. Plan 
how the shade of the crown and the 

spread of the roots will affect the 
surrounding area. Will the tree shade out 

sun-loving plants or the roots potentially damage underground 
water lines or crack sidewalks? Stand in the spot you would like 

to plant the tree and measure off the mature crown size on the 
ground. It may seem silly because the tree is so cute and little, 

but it's crucial to plan for the future. Now look up. Are there 
power lines, roofs, or other trees above the circle you made? 

There are many factors to consider, as well as the personal 
attributes you may like to have in a tree. Here is an interactive 

website that will help to guide you in choosing the right tree for 
the right place. 
 
http://selectree.calpoly.edu/?-
session=selectree:456D734407e9c113EERPK2F8C2BB 

 



 

 

Check out the California Invasive Plant Council web site to learn 

about which trees are beneficial for the environment and wildlife 
and which ones are not. 

http://www.cal-ipc.org/landscaping/dpp/plantpage.php?region=state&type=Trees 

 

If you have full-grown trees but are concerned that they may 
need to be pruned, call a few certified arborists to get an 

understanding on the process and cost. Ornamental trees should 
not be topped, and many need little to no pruning. Topping 

creates many problems for trees including insect infestations 
and diseases, weak limbs, shock and starvation to the tree, and 

poor aesthetic qualities. Learn more about the problems with 
tree topping at the following web site. 

http://www.treesaregood.com/treecare/topping.aspx 



 

 

Stumping back (pollarding) also destroys the natural beauty of a 

tree and creates a vicious cycle of needing to continue to prune 
severely. Pollarding was originally done in Europe to create an 

annual harvest of boughs for basket weaving, securing thatch, 
and for tinder. Its modern-day practice primarily is done for the 

lollipop effect that occurs once the tree has grown out. 
Excessive yearly pruning is very expensive and increases air 

pollution through the use of power equipment. If you have an 
already established tree that needs yearly significant pruning 

because it doesn’t fit into the allotted space, consider having it 
completely removed and replace it with something more 

appropriate. 



 

Did you know? 

• In one year, a single tree can absorb as much carbon as is 

produced by a car driving 26,000 miles. 

• Trees improve water quality by slowing and filtering 
rainwater as well as protecting aquifers and watersheds. 

   

Save time, money, and protect environmental resources by 
planting the right tree in the right place and allowing it to grow 

as naturally as possible. 

 

Happy gardening! 

Check back next month for the May Gardening Tip! 


