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February 2010 – Winter Fruit Tree Planting 
 
This is the perfect time of year to add a fruit 
tree to your landscape. Fruit trees are beautiful 
and provide abundant healthy fruit to feed your 
family. Bare root trees are available at this 
time. Buying a tree this way is more 
economical and is quick and easy to plant.  

Chose an area in your yard that will allow the 
tree to grow in the full sun with ample room around it to allow for 
harvesting, pruning, and spraying. It’s possible to plant a few of 
the same kind of fruit trees, such as apples or cherries, close 
together. Take care not to plant your tree too close to fence 
lines, pools, ponds, or anywhere else you would rather not have 
fruit falling. This is a good time of the year to note areas in your 
landscape that do not drain well. These areas would be best to 
have raised beds for planting or other means of improving the 
drainage.  
The rule of thumb for planting a tree is dig the hole twice as wide 
and the same depth as the root system. Make sure the graft is 
above the soil line and only the roots are under the soil line. 
Prune off broken roots and spread the roots out in the hole. Refill 
the hole with the soil that came out of the hole. Tamp down soil 
and water to eliminate air pockets around the roots. When you 
are done cut the tree at knee level. This will help to establish a 
framework for your tree that makes future harvesting easier. 
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If you would like hands-on training in fruit tree pruning call the 
Farm at 707-556-8765. 


