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August 2008 – The Good, The Bad and The Ugly 
The rumor around the playground is that the green 
ladybugs are poisonous. When in trouble, danger or 
doubt run in circles, scream and shout. Before you 
grab for your bottle of Acme Kill Everything in Sight 
Bug Spray let’s rewind, unwind and examine this 
morsel of gossip being spread around by our young 
entomologist friends.  First, who are these green 
ladybugs?  It appears that the wonderful ladybug that 
we all know and love has an evil cousin.  The ladybug 
is also known as a ladybird beetle.  The not so nice 
family member is a common garden insect called a 

Western spotted cucumber beetle.  This beetle is a bad bug that chews on 
garden crops such as cucumbers, squash and corn.  It does look similar to 
a ladybug but is green rather than red.  Although this beetle is not 
beneficial to the garden, it is indeed not lying in wait for you, to bite you 
with its poisonous venom.  It only bites plants.  In some areas of the 
country, it is more of a garden pest than others.  In our neck of the woods if 
your garden is healthy, your plants will be able to sustain some damage 
and still provide you with a plentiful crop.  If you suspect a cucumber 
beetle of doing damage to your crops, first make sure you can positively ID 
the suspect in a line up.  There are different cucumber beetles in different 
parts of the country.  So make sure your plan of action is gentle to the 
earth by being specifically geared toward the right pest.  So to clear the 
ladybugs virtuous name: Ladybugs are good, cucumber bugs are bad and 
rumors are ugly. 

 

 


