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Find Fun, Feathers and Friends

The Season of Service 
By Shelee Loughmiller, Friends of Loma Vista Farm Board President

“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.” ~ Margaret Atwood, Bluebeard’s Egg~
Gardener’s program for learners of all ages including a local 
4-H program, provides hands-on experiences for Carrington 
Community College Veterinary Technicians, sponsors a Spring 
and Fall Festival, sells pumpkins and Christmas trees during 
the year and offers students a chance to be a part of the Farm 
during ‘Summer Fun on the Farm’. 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP MAKES IT ALL HAPPEN:  
Contemplating what it means to be a Supporting Member of 
Loma Vista Farm brings back childhood memories of when I 
first gardened with my great grandmother. I remember listening 
to her stories of how each seed would grow into something 
delicious and being able to pick the fruit the next time I got to 
visit her. The experience of growing and harvesting food is truly 
sacred work. By becoming a member, you’ll help others to visit 
the Farm with their kids, sharing the joys of warming soil and 
wriggly worms, compost and critters, or simply taking a quiet 
stroll around the grounds. 

For a yearly price you can now purchase a membership to 
Loma Vista Farm. With this membership you will be able to 
keep informed of all the above programs as they are offered, be 
a part of a community dedicated to keeping the Farm alive for 
all ages, suggest ways to proceed with future Farm programs, 
and remind everyone why the Farm has remained an important 
Vallejo fixture for almost 40 years.

There are three levels of membership: the Farm Advocate 
membership for $249, the Family/Grandparent membership for 
$99, and the Individual membership for $59. To learn 
more about the memberships and what it offers you, go to 
www.lomavistafarm.org. Please consider becoming a Member 
to continue the Season of Service message all year round. All 
Memberships are fully tax-deductible.

Volunteering can be an exciting, growing, enjoyable experience. 
It is truly gratifying to serve a cause, practice one’s ideals, 
work with people, solve problems, see benefits, and know one 
had a hand in them. Citizen service is the very American idea 
that we meet our challenges not as isolated individuals but as 
members of a true community, with all of us working together. 
Our mission is nothing less than to spark a renewed sense of 
obligation, a new sense of duty, a new season of service.   

Spring 2013 marks the beginning of a new season of service 
at Loma Vista Farm as the Environmental Science Academy 
program matures and brings ever more students into contact 
with the natural cycles of life on the Farm. Farmer Rita along 
with our committed all-volunteer board are working diligently 
to bring new resources, energy, and ideas to transition to a 
fully sustainable working farm that supports and promotes 
the educational goals of our partnership with the Vallejo City 
Unified School District.

Did you know that next year we’ll be celebrating the 40th 
Anniversary of Loma Vista Farm? Over the years Loma Vista 
Farm has established a network of deep roots within our 
farm family, one that is embedded in the beautifully diverse 
multi-cultural community of Vallejo. Our vision for the future 
of the Farm is one of sustainability and innovation, energy 
conservation, community building, lots of new workshops and of 
course loads of fun at the Spring Festival!

New Opportunity To Support The Farm
The Friends of Loma Vista Farm are excited to announce a 
NEW program to help you save money and enjoy everything 
the Farm has to offer. Situated on five acres, Loma Vista Farm is 
home to a variety of animals, provides educational opportunities 
to over 18,000 students of all abilities, hosts a Master 



The Growth of Education
By Rita LeRoy

Loma Vista Farm serves 
a multitude of people 
from all over the Bay 
Area. Next door, Loma 
Vista Environmental 
Science Academy 
(LVESA) students began 
their school year in 
August by making apple 
cider on our old-
fashioned cider press. 
Throughout the fall and 
winter, classes came 
over on a regular basis 
to participate in hands-
on educational lessons 
helping students to 
learn about the science 
of plants, nature, 
and animals.

In December, the Farm 
received a grant of 27 
fruit trees from the 
Fruit Tree Planting 
Foundation (FTPF). 
Six Flags employees 
took the day off from 
tending the elephants, 
lions, and dolphins to 
help dig and prepare 
the planting site for 
the trees. Rico, from 
the FTPF, provided an 
educational assembly on 
‘Caring for Fruit Trees’ 
at LVESA. The students, 
then, help plant the first 
three trees. 
On the following 
Saturday, community 
members and families 

came together for a beautiful day with Rico guiding us in how to 
plant and care for the fruit trees.

During January and February 2013, the students cooked Farm 
Foo Young, which is like egg foo young but you have to make it 
on a farm. The students harvested fresh kale, collards, chard, 
and onions and combined them with fresh farm eggs. The kids 
were eager to try the recipe at home and came up with great 
ideas on what their favorite vegetables would be to add to the 
recipe. We are grateful to ‘Kaiser Permanente’ and ‘Slow Food 
Solano’ for the support of our cooking/nutrition activities.

Beyond LVESA, many other schools and organizations 
participate in farm activities. Widenmann, MIT, and Solano 
students take advantage of being within walking distance from 
the Farm to come over frequently to study farm life. 

On weekends, Vallejo’s Sherwood Forest 4-H members cook, 
garden, and learn about small livestock animals. The Farm is 
also open to the general public bringing a steady flow of families 
and individuals that enjoy the plants for sale in the Greenhouse, 
the educational displays around the Farm, and of course, the 
many adorable animals. The Farm is open weekdays and several 
Saturday’s per month.

Adult learners also have opportunity to take part in farm 
education. Four days per week, we have developmentally 
disabled adults who help in the Greenhouse and enjoy the 
gardens and animals. We, also, have an amazing lineup of 
weekend garden workshops bringing in an average of 40 adults 
per workshop from cities all over the Bay Area. Carrington 
Community College students from Pleasant Hill continue to 
come to the Farm to receive hands-on training in providing 
medical care for livestock. The Solano County Master 
Gardeners take part in their annual new member training on 
composting and plant propagation provided by Farm staff 
each spring. 

We are excited to announce our new venture into supplying 
produce for the VCUSD cafeteria. This is an incredible 
opportunity to provide fresh, local, organic produce to the 
menu that the children themselves had the opportunity to 
help grow. 

Would you like to help grow more vegetables, care for the 
animals, or be an educational docent for field trips? You can 
really make a difference. Give us a call at (707) 556-8765



Participate in A Summer of Fun

Be a farmer for a week at Vallejo City Unified School District’s 
Loma Vista Farm and Garden Center. Once again, Loma Vista 
Farm will be sponsoring four one-week summer sessions, 
beginning the week of July 8th and ending the week of August 
2nd. Open to students who have completed kindergarten 
through sixth grade, the one-
week sessions will be offered at 
a reduced rate of $99 this year. 
The program includes structured 
activities with individualized 
attention, age-appropriate 
nutrition and cooking skills, and 
animal husbandry-how to care 
for and feed the animals. Other 
favorite activities include garden-
based learning activities, filling 
out a journal, painting, singing, 
developing cooperative skills in 
those fun group games, working 
with wool and so much more! 
Are you too old to be a student 
on the Farm? We’d love for you 
to apply as a Junior Counselor! 
Both student and Junior Counselor 
application forms are available 
online now at www.lomavistafarm.
org. Apply early to secure your 
spot at ‘Summer Fun on the Farm’.

Farm Happenings 
Arlene Hoffmann, Special Projects Chair

We reopened our 
Christmas Tree lot this 
year and if you did not 
purchase a tree, you 
missed out on some 
beautiful trees. The 
trees were outstanding 
and as beautiful in 
stature as previous 
years. Our trees are 
shipped from Silver 
Bells Tree Farm in 
Oregon and every one 
opened was indeed 
the perfect tree. We 
missed a few of our 
loyal customers but 
perhaps you will make 
it back this coming 
year. Many of us made 
lots of door wreaths          
and swags. Except for 

a few, they all made it to many homes. This year we added a gift 
shop with handmade ornaments and many craft items for sale.  
Please make sure you come to the Farm for your perfect tree or 
craft item this coming year.

In the coming months you will continue to see new construction 
being done on the Farm. We will begin building a new cow 
structure to keep Oreo and Keebler, our miniature cows, dry 
and out of the mud and rain. This should start in the spring 
months as soon as our SML Construction volunteer crew is 
available. We will also complete the retaining walls in the horse 
and sheep paddocks. Using fifteen yards of dirt in these areas 
will complete the two-year project. Buck Kamphousen paid for 
the materials in this project, and his SML Construction crew will 
be completing this work when time if available. 
Thank you!



Loma Vista Farm 
Spring Festival 

We are looking forward 
to seeing you at the annual 
Loma Vista Farm’s Spring 
Festival held on May 18th, 
from 11a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Spend the day and bring 
your friends, neighbors and 
families out to the Farm. 
There will be plants in the 
Greenhouse for sale, crafts, 
train rides, and great food. 
Don’t forget to hunt out 
the educational information 
booths and enjoy the animal 
adventure. 

Saturday, 
May 18th, 2013
11-4 PM

At Loma Vista Farm
150 Rainier Ave.
In Vallejo
(707) 556-8765
www.lomavistafarm.org

Directions:
From Highway 37 take
Fairgrounds Drive North.
Left on Corcoran
and left on Rainier.

Free Admission
Activity Tickets .50¢
Food for Sale 
Crafts to Make
Plants for Sale
Train Rides
White Elephant Sale 

Loma Vista Farm’s
Spring Festival

Wonderful Ways to Support the Farm
 
The Greenhouse is overflowing with vegetables, herbs, 
succulents, and California native and drought tolerant plants 
that support pollinators. Don’t forget Mother’s Day is around 
the corner! Plants are for sale anytime the Farm is open.
 
VALCORE Recycling at 38 Sheridan Street accepts 
donations of cans and bottles. Tell them it is for Loma Vista 
Farm and your donation will help the Farm. Don’t forget to 
recycle your Capri Sun drink pouches and ink cartridges at the 
Farm, as well.
 
Buy a bag of food at Powell Bros Feed (1895 Broadway 
st.) for your favorite farm animal. They will take the order and 
contact us to pick up your gift.
 
Shop at Food Maxx, Bel Air, Nob Hill, Smart Foods, 
Save Mart, Lucky or Raley’s using your scrip card or 
number that connects to Loma Vista Farm.
 
Field Trips to the Farm during the fall of 2012 included 943 
students who came by bus or car from schools as far away as St. 
Helena, Vacaville, and Antioch. Field trips are being scheduled 
now for spring and summer. Give us a call if you would like your 
class or group to experience farm life.
 
Weekend Garden Workshops-Would you like to learn 
more about how to be a successful gardener or backyard 
homesteader? Come join other adult learners from across the 
Bay Area for the free workshops provided by expert urban 
farmers held on Saturdays throughout the year. Check out 
the Garden Schedule at lomavistafarm.org or call for more 
information.
 
Rubio’s Fundraiser-Join 
us on Thursday, June 20, 2013 
from 2:00 p.m. to closing for a 
fundraiser sponsored by Rubio’s 
in support of the ‘Friends of 
Loma Vista Farm’. Located 
at 173 Plaza Drive in Vallejo, 
Rubio’s will donate 20% of your 
transaction to the ‘Friends of 
Loma Vista Farm’ when you 
order in the restaurant, order 
take-out, or pick up a Rubio’s 
a-Go-Go catering order. 
Don’t forget to download the 
flyer on the website, www.
lomavistafarm.org and take it 
with you when you order. 
 

Mission Statement
The mission of Loma Vista Farm is to provide hands-on 
educational activities involving plants and animals for students of 
all ages and abilities. We seek to increase students’ knowledge 
of nature and nutrition while enhancing academic learning, 
ecoliteracy, and psychosocial development.
 
Contact Information
Friends of Loma Vista Farm
150 Rainier Avenue, Vallejo, California 94589
(707) 556-8765  •  www.lomavistafarm.org   
Tax ID# 32-0109022


