
attended. We all never forget that the 
Farm is an outdoor classroom where 
children have experiences and gain 
knowledge of the world around them.
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every week this year with many 
children eager to join us for more 
than one week. Those who love the 
garden, the animals, and the ‘connect’ 
to nature cannot get enough! We see 
their smiling faces week after week, 
and we smile in return.
  Because of corporate donations, 
we were once again able to give Farm 
shirts this year. The children were 

excited to wear them, and weekly group pictures were taken to 
keep! We are all proud to be Loma Vista Farm farmers!
 We are always appreciative of our Junior Counselors who 
give of their time with enthusiasm and caring. They come year 
after year because they love the children and all the teaching of 
the Farm. Younger children look up to them and frequently ask, 
“How old do you have to be to be a Junior Counselor?”
 Our gardening, animal, wool, cooking and sun print bag 
activities were welcomed by all. In addition, children shoveled 
wood chips to spread over weeds, they cleaned animal pens…
and we would hear them say, “I just LOVE doing this!”
 This year we also had a very successful “animal adoption” 
program. Farmer Rita explained to the children how costly it is 
to give our Farm’s animals the food, housing and medical care 
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“adopt” an animal and be their “special friend”. Each day, after 
our lunches were eaten, “special friends” were permitted to pet 
their animal, groom it and give it extra love. The children were 
so excited to have this special time, and were proud to share 
even their own money from their piggy banks!
 With all the hard work done by our campers, counselors, 
teachers, and volunteers, 
the Farm looks beautiful! 
We all look forward to 
next summer and hope 
that many new campers 
will join us. Spread the 
word! The Loma Vista 
Farm is a WONDERFUL 
place to be!

Volunteering at ‘Summer Fun on the Farm’ for 
the First Time, 
by Erika Jordan, college sophomore and ‘Summer 

Fun on the Farm’ Junior Counselor
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past camper, I was the newborn baby to an amazing family of 
volunteers and farmers and our home was Loma Vista Farm. 

I could have never anticipated how 
much joy I would get out of working 
with gentle giants like Albert, the 
quarter horse or Keebler and Oreo, 
the cow sisters. Nor could I have told 
you the immense happiness of having 
5 to 11 year olds jumping and laughing 
all around me during the morning’s 
activities, games, and while singing 
our camp songs. As a college student, 
waking up at 8 am is well before my 
usual wake time of noon, but I soon 
learned that arriving at the Farm each 

overcast morning would prove to be a valuable investment. 
Helping feed, clean, and care for over 19 livestock ranging from 
horses, pigs, sheep, cows, and goats to the countless chickens, 
turkeys, and water fowl was more than I could have hoped for 
in terms of interacting with the animals. This summer has made 
me aware of my love for creatures of all shapes and sizes and my 
love for children, too. I now plan to become an education minor 
and as Vice President of a veterinarian club on my college’s 
campus, I have so many ideas and activities I can’t wait to share 
with my club. My time spent volunteering with eager children, 
caring adults, and special animals is irreplaceable and I will most 
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a part of this amazing 
family for many summers 
to come!

Summer Fun on 
the Farm,
by Farmer Lin O’Day

 Summer School on the 
Loma Vista Farm 2011 
was yet another most successful summer!
 Farmers Barbara Velasco, Rita LeRoy, and Denise Bodin 
brought not only caring, but much learning to the children who 
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Volunteering for A ''Summer of Fun''



 Cooking activities and science kits are available to teachers 
and their students. Moozie and the Life Box activity are available 
to school groups and to the general public. If you are a teacher/
leader call the Farm to make reservations. The Farm is also 
open to the general public during normal operating hours. Loma 
Vista Farm is your resource for inspiration and learning about 
personal and environmental health.

From the Board President, 
by Judi Salvadori

 Loma Vista Farm ‘Welcomed Spring’ again by sponsoring its 
hugely successful Spring Festival. It was a wonderful sight to see 
so many families walking around with numerous plants from 
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‘Farmware Booth’ were seen all over the Farm in the little hands 
of children. Thank you to the many volunteers who helped to 
make it a complete success.
 The Greenhouse, under the expertise of Farmer Rita, con-
tinues to draw people in every way. Many more people have 

stopped by and 
purchased their 
spring garden 
plants than ever 
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time, the Farm was 
also on the ‘Vallejo 
Museum Spring 
Garden Tour’. 
Many visitors, un-
aware of the Farm’s 
existence, were 
surprised it was 
such a great place 
to visit and buy 

plants. It was an amazing day and a great opportunity to visit and 
talk about what is offered here.
 Our children’s program, ‘Summer Fun on the Farm’ has grown 
into a valuable learning tool for the children attending. Thanks 
to Barbara and her staff, we have had more attend this year than 
in the past. Learning how to care for animals, seeing the work-
ings of Farm life, and preparing foods from vegetables and fruits 
grown on the Farm is a lifelong, enriching experience. ‘Summer 
Fun on the Farm’ is the best of all worlds-by learning and having 
fun, too.
 Thank you, again, 
to all of the vol-
unteers who have 
worked so tirelessly 
to improve the Farm 
and make it even 
more of a special 
place for children 
and families to enjoy 
and want to come 
back to-for years. 
Thank you also to the 
numerous donors. 
Without your sup-
port we would not be 
here to experience 
all there is to enjoy at 
Loma Vista Farm.

Healthy Education in the Farm’s
Learning Center, 
by Rita LeRoy

 Another fabulous school year of ‘hands on’ learning at Loma 
Vista Farm has begun. The Learning Center is abuzz with a 
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newly named “Kaiser Kitchen” area the students gather around 
with their freshly harvested vegetables, fruits, grains, herbs, and 
eggs to participate in cooking activities. Cooking is one of the 
most engaging ways for students to learn across the curriculum. 
The measuring of ingredients helps them practice their math 
skills-reading the recipe and the adjoining picture book makes 
reading fun and rewarding. The chemical reaction of ingredi-
ents mixing together, the changing of liquids and solids, and the 
botany of learning about plant parts creates a well-understood 
lesson in science. Add in the history and cultural learning that 
goes into understanding where the plants originated from and 
what cultures the food is commonly grown and eaten in teaches 
students that food is an incredible springboard for understand-
ing humanity’s similarities and roots.
 Examples of new recipes are: Dried Fruit Or Veggies-use our 
large dehydrator to make healthy snacks, Fruit Slushy-blend up a 
seasonal blend of frosty delight, Herb Tea-choose from a variety 
of mints, lemon verbena & more, Popcorn-Farm grown blue 
popcorn made in a hot-air popper, and Salsa-pick your ingredi-
ents directly from the salsa garden.
 In the Science area, the Vallejo City Water Department has 
provided a hands-on lesson about the importance that water 
plays in our daily lives. The students learn through the “Life 
Box” lesson what four things are needed for life. The students 
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water. What are the other two components in the open box 
that are not visible but are also crucial to life? If you guessed air 
and light you would now understand that water, soil, light, and 
air are resources that we can’t take for granted.
 The Science area also contains kits for learning such as: Lady-
bug/Insect Study, Worm Study, Spider Web Sites, Wool Study, 
Pond Pondering, George Washington Carver’s Soil Science 
Study, Measurement Matters, Weather Station Study, and 
Map Study,
 In the ‘Children’s Kindness Network’ area, the children gather 
up to Moozie the robotic cow to listen to her interactive songs, 
stories, and poems that teach the importance of kindness to 
each other, the animals, and the environment. Moozie asks the 
children what are examples of kind behavior and the children 
eagerly raise their arms high in the air to give their responses 
such as helping my mom, picking up litter, or petting the animals 
gently. Moozie sets the stage in an engaging way for our young 
students to learn lessons in teamwork, anti-bullying, and being 
good citizens.



Arlene Hoffmann, Special Projects, Chair
 We are still busy with some never-ending projects but we 
are getting them done. The two new horse stalls are coming to 
completion. Topsoil is in the paddock and packed down. The 
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Masons, is ready to put in footings. FCP Construction along 
with the Ironworkers will complete the structure. Our horse 
and pony, Bobby K and Gypsy are anxious to be in their new 
stalls.
 I would like to thank Canyon Construction for delivering 
$35,000 in ‘yards’ of topsoil for various areas around the Farm. 
Jeff Fernandez sent Tim and Barnardo to distribute and pack 
down the topsoil with their company backhoe. Richard from 
‘A1 Heating and Air’ will be helping us move soil into several 
animal areas-especially the cow pasture. After this is done, we 
will be able to put in a concrete pad and ramp for the cows 
to be out of the mud. The topsoil will also help even out the 
area where our new ‘hay and straw’ storage barn has been 
constructed by the Carpenters. I would like to thank Ken M 
for sending over Frank Crim, Ron Rowlett, Curtis Kelly & 
Jerry Casganon to work on this project. All the labor for these 
projects are provided to us FREE by the Cement Masons, 
Carpenters and Ironworkers. The labor total for the above, 
along with the yards of dirt moved comes close to $44,000 and 
51 hours of labor. 
 At our Fall Festival, you will notice the new Loma Vista 
Farm signage on our Food Trailer. The signage was generously 
donated  by the Marina Lion’s organization. Thank you one 
and all.
 I’m sorry to say, we won’t be doing the Christmas tree Farm 
this year. John and I cannot chair it and are getting too old to 
continue hauling trees around. It has been a joy to see so many 
families make the Tree Farm their destination over the holidays 
these last few years.
 Thank you Vallejo Community for your continued support.

Buying 
Groceries 
and Jamba 
Juice are 
‘Ducky’ Ways 
to Support the 
Farm
 What a great way 
to support the Farm 
by using your Lucky 
SHARES card at the 
checkout counter of 
Lucky’s, Food Maxx, 
or Save Mart. You can 
also use your Raley’s 
Quality of Life scrip 
card at Raley’s and 
a percentage of the 
amount of your purchases will come back to Loma Vista Farm. 
Did you know we have JAMBA JUICE fundraising cards, as well? 
The money earned from these fundraising cards help support all 
of the wonderful programs offered at the Farm. You don’t have 
a card, yet? ‘Quack’, I mean ‘Call’ 707-556-8765 
or log onto www.lomavistafarm.org for 
more information!

By Denise Bodin, Caretaker and Animal 
Committee Chairman
 When you think of ‘geese’, you may remember a time you 
were chased by one at a local park while trying to feed him/her. 
Geese can be big, noisy and a bit scary to a little child. I think 
geese get a bad reputation because we don’t understand them.

I don’t claim to know a lot about 
them myself but I’m learning 
and I would like to share some 
information and maybe some 
insight about them. 
   I’ve learned the word ‘goose’ 
refers to the female, ‘gander’ to 
the male, and a baby is called a 
‘gosling’. A group of geese hanging 
out together on the ground is 
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in formation are called a ‘skein’ or 
‘wedge’.
   Geese don’t normally attack 
people but they will attack to 
defend their young or when they 

feel threatened. They will stand as tall as possible with their 
wings spread and make a hissing sound to get you to leave them 
alone. If that doesn’t work, they will charge at you and try to 
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They may get off the ground for short distances but they do not 
become airborne-like their wild cousins.
 Geese like to graze on grass but they do eat other things 
like snails, slugs, worms, small mice, rats, and froglets. They are 
good at weeding in the garden and keeping the pesky bugs away. 
They like to forage for wheat and barley kernels, which they 
tend to like more than corn.
 At the Farm, we have ‘Roman Tufted’ geese-which have a 
small tuft of feathers on top of their heads and looks like a 
little bump, ‘White Chinese’ geese-which have a large knob at 
the base of their beaks and are a little taller and slimmer than 
the others, and ‘Embden’ geese-which have shorter legs and an 
oval shaped head. They all have some similar characteristics like 
orange legs, feet, beaks and blue eyes. These similarities make it 
hard to tell them apart but once you spend time watching them 
you will see they all have distinct personalities. I enjoy watching 
the geese here and am quite fond of our little gaggle.
 I hope when you visit the Farm, you too will enjoy our geese 
and want to learn more about them.

Be ‘Neigh’borly and Recycle
 Albert, our horse wants you to recycle your glass, plastic 
and aluminum containers! Drop them off at the Farm or go to 

VALCORE at 38 Sheridan 
Street in Vallejo and tell 
them it is a donation to 
‘Friends of Loma Vista 
Farm’. We’d love you to 
drop off your used ink 
cartridges and Capri Sun 
drink pouches at the Farm 
to recycle, as well. By being 
‘neigh’borly, the Farm earns 
money and you help the 
environment with your 
recycled goods!



Our ‘Harvest 
Festival’ of 
Fun, by Judi 
Salvadori
 Fall is coming 
up fast and steady. 
It’s time to get 
ready for our 
‘Harvest Festival 
and Craft Fair’! 
It is one of the 
Farm’s largest 
events of the 
year with lots 
of pumpkins, 
train rides, food, 
crafts, educational 
information 
booths, face 
painting, 
scarecrows and 

just good fun. Fall is actually my favorite time of the year. I enjoy 
the smell of fall, the trees turning their glorious colors, apples 
ripening and the cool fall days. We look forward to celebrating 
fall with YOU on October 15th from 11-4:00 p.m. at the Farm’s 
‘Harvest Festival’.

Pumpkin Time at 
the Farm
 My name is Pumpkin and I’m 
the MOST BEAUTIFUL CAT on 
the Farm. I would love for you 
to come and ‘buy’ pumpkins-
NO, you can’t buy ME-but you 
can buy the ‘other’ pumpkins at 
Loma Vista Farm! Every Saturday 
in October, the Farm will once 
again be open for you to buy 
your holiday pumpkins! From 

10-2:00 p.m., visit ME, the rest of those other animals, pick out 
a Greenhouse plant, visit ME, buy a pumpkin and have a picnic 
by the pond while you pet ME! Don’t forget, every purchase you 
make helps support Loma Vista Farm and you get to PET ME!

Mission Statement
 The Friends of Loma Vista Farm is a 501(c)3 organization that 
exists to support the Loma Vista Farm and Garden Education 
Center, an outdoor classroom which provides hands-on 
educational activities involving plants and animals for children 
of all ages and abilities, increasing their knowledge of nature 
and nutrition while enhancing 
academic learning, eco-literacy 
and psychosocial development. 

Contact Information
Friends of Loma Vista Farm
150 Rainier Avenue, Vallejo, 
California 94589
(707) 556-8765
www.lomavistafarm.org
Tax ID# 32-0109022

To Loma Vista Farm, by Laura, 2nd grade
 The reason I came to Loma Vista Farm is because it is very 
fun!!! The Farm has many animals. My favorite animals are all of 
them. I like the garden. It is fun to help in the garden. I will come 
to the Farm every year!!!!!!!!

On the Farm, by Mackenzie, age 8
 On the Farm I like to feed the goats and the chickens. I like to 
cook and eat all the snacks we make all together. I like to make 
the bags we make at the Farm. I adopted a chicken named Coco. 
I also like to pet the rabbits, cows, horses, cats, sheep, pigs, and 
goats. I like to take the horse out to pasture to eat grass and 
enjoy the day.

The Best Thing on the 
Farm, by Holly, age 8
  The Best Thing on the Farm 
is to me is all the kind animals. 
My favorite animal is Bobby-K 
and all the other horses. I like 
to pick up the soft and sweet 
chickens and turkey. I also like 
the cooking. It’s very, very fun. 
I’m so glad I came to the Farm. 
There is nothing I can think of 
more fun. I’m coming the very 
next time it opens. The End.

I like Loma Vista 
Farm,
by Mikayla, 4th grade
   I like Loma Vista Farm 
because I’ve always loved 
animals. Every year I come 
to see the animals and help 
out. My favorite animal is 
the chicken. Also, I have a 
special friend-which is a 
chicken. What a special friend 
is: you give the Farm $5.00 a 
month and pick an animal and 
you spend time with it. The 
Farm is good for kids who 
like animals, because you get 
to experience a lot of things 
like cooking, feeding different 

animals, see what they eat and look at the cow’s tongue. 
Thanks for reading.

Farm Memories,
by Beverly Calvert, Former Farm Caretaker

Paula, my daughter, attended Loma Vista School and in second 
grade her teacher had a little garden plot outside the classroom.
One day she brought home a radish she’d harvested. She was 
SO happy and proud of it. We HAD to eat it for dinner that 
night. You can see how much interest such a seemingly small 
thing can be to a child. Carolyn Libby, one of the founders of 
Loma Vista Farm, had a vision and made the Farm happen by 
getting grants. Who knew it would morph into what it has 
become today-a Farm with a community thoroughly behind it. 
That’s pure love and support.


