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Snails are a fact of life. Prepare for them and 
their “shell-less” kin, the slug, before you set 
out your luscious greenery. Use the following 
tips to keep your plants out of the digestive 
tract of your local mollusk. 

#1: Hire a child to go snail hunting for you. The 
going rate is a minimum of ten cents per snail. 

Require the child to calculate what you owe them. They can 
collect the snails in a container for you to check their math. For 
an extra charge, they can dispose of them for you in a way you 
deem appropriate. This is a wonderful way to offer the 
camaraderie of an adult and a real life lesson in economics, math 
and science. 

#2: If you’re snail hunting on your own, go out early, or even in 
the dark, with a flashlight and container. You can fill your 
container with soapy water then pour the slug soup into your 
compost pile. Slugs like to hide under boards, pots, etc. You can 
use this against them by purposely setting up boards, pots, etc. 
to trap them. 

#3: Copper bands, available at garden centers, can be installed 
around planter boxes as a natural barrier to snails and slugs.  

#5: Chickens, ducks and geese are natural predators of slugs 
and snails. Careful strategy is necessary to determine what 
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plants the poultry may eat. Speaking of eating the snails, ancient 
Romans dined on buttered snails. This caught on over the 
millennium in France where the chefs served the snails in French 
style as Escargot. Now we’re really thinking Step #1 sounds 
best. 

#6: When setting out yummy snail food like marigolds, zinnias, 
hostas, strawberries etc. use only non-toxic snail bait. Plant, 
water, then sprinkle a protective line of snail bait around your 
plants. Check your local garden center for non-toxic products 
such as Sluggo or Escar-Go and follow label directions. 

Happy Gardening!  

 

 


