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Plants in a container need to be watered more 
frequently than plants in the ground. You may 
need to water them up to once or even twice a 
day in order for them to survive. The area in 
your yard that receives the hot afternoon sun 
will be your greatest challenge. The smaller 
the pot the faster it dries out and clay pots dry 
out faster than plastic pots. For clay pots in the 

hot sun, I recommend succulents or very drought tolerant plants. 
To cut down on the time and amount of water needed put 
container plants prone to drying out quickly where they will 
receive some shade in the afternoon. Put a saucer under them. 
This will help to guide your watering. When water begins to come 
out of the holes in the bottom of the pot into the saucer you 
know you have watered enough. The water should reabsorb into 
the pot within a few hours. If the water doesn’t reabsorb, dump 
the saucer or don’t use one. Plants in standing water too long 
will develop a lack of oxygen in the root area and rot. If you 
notice that when you water a container the water seems to run 
directly out of the bottom holes that means that the water is not 
being absorbed sufficiently into the root ball. The saucer will 
help your plant absorb enough water to rewet the root ball. There 
are clever water globe devices you can buy that hold water and 
drip slowly as needed into the root zone; pretty but pricey. You 
can also make your own watering device using plastic 2 liter 
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bottles with small holes drilled into the lid and the bottoms cut 
off. Water holding compounds are being touted on the market as 
an incredible water-conserving device. But of course, anything a 
person is trying to sell is incredible. The actual scientific results 
have been mixed and conflicting. Next time you come to the 
Farm to buy some of the incredible plants let me know what 
water-conserving ideas have worked for you.  

 


