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Garden problems come upon all of us. The 
problem may be insects chewing the leaves, 
weeds overgrowing the garden, wild animals 
helping themselves to everything in site, plant 
diseases, etc. What do you do? Where do you 
go for advice? This month, I recommend 
Golden Harvest Organics (ghorganics.com). 
This website offers products and advice on 

almost any garden/landscape problem. Most businesses that sell 
products wouldn’t recommend anything but their product. This 
business gives you advice on many options for many problems 
without having to buy anything. For a .com business, it gets an 
A+ in education. For example, if you have a problem with aphids 
click on insects. On this page, they give a quick listing of the 
environmentally friendly products they carry to use as control. 
Then they give a healthy dose of educational info on aphids. Not 
an overwhelming wikipedia version just enough to understand 
what you’re up against. Then it lists natural predators. It’s hard 
for most consumers to let nature wage its own battles but it is 
truly the best initial place to start. Only when necessary should 
we intervene. If only we had waited 5 minutes longer, the 
ladybug cavalry was just arriving. Now our chemical spray has 
killed them off, along with the aphids.  

Next, they list plants that you can grow that will repel aphids 
such as chives and nasturtiums. History has shown repeatedly 
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that growing as many different plants in an area (plant diversity) 
creates a healthier environment for everyone. Did you know 
monocultures (growing only one crop) were a factor leading to 
the dust bowl and the south losing the civil war and the decline 
of ancient civilizations? Indeed, agriculture affects everyone; 
always has and always will.  

Back to the Golden Harvest Organics website. Next, they list 
many other options to help you with your problem such as 
mechanical means like squishing, trapping, etc. and homemade 
remedies such as garlic spray and strategically placed banana 
peels or aluminum foil. This website sells great environmentally 
safe products, but best of all it provides education on how to 
walk gently down the garden path, as our choices affect 
everything and everyone. 

 

 


